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In this outstanding examination of the country's most troubling problem, a conservative Republican

shows how and why America is losing the war on drugs and makes an important contribution to the

debate on alternative policies. Author Dirk Eldredge demonstrates how the drug war has led only to

overcrowded courts and prisons, rising crime, official corruption, eroded civil rights and race

relations, and new public health crises. He makes the case for an alternative strategy: tightly

controlled legalization accompanied by expanded drug education, prevention, research, and

treatment programs. --This text refers to the Audio CD edition.
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Dirk Chase Eldredge's "Ending the War on Drugs" is a powerful and persuasive book that argues

that America's war on drugs has been an abysmal failure and should be ended as soon as possible.

The author's message has a certain edginess in that he is one of a small but albeit growing number

of Republicans who are weighing in against the drug war. Of particular note, Eldredge was

co-chairman for the California Gubernatorial campaign of Ronald Reagan, who was perhaps the

nation's most vocal drug warrior. Yet there wasn't a single word in this book that I could disagree

with.Eldredge is encouraging us to act like grown-ups and provide the caring and compassion that

drug abusers need. Through the use of numerous statistics that are supplemented by some

interesting anecdotes, the author overwhelmingly shows that interdiction has failed. The bottom line

is that illegal drugs remain readilly available to those who seek them. But their illegal status has



proven to be a boon to the drug lords, street gangs and other undesirable elements -- including

Afghan terrorists, as we have recently learned -- who are attracted to the promise of quick and

(usually) easy profits.Edlredge contends that de-criminalization will swiftly take away the profit

motive and bust up the drug gangs, both here at home and in places like Columbia and Mexico.

Safer streets will enhance the quality of life for our citizens and no doubt help stablize the

governments of countries where drug lords are nearly as powerful as the state. And for the user,

government distribution will ensure a safer supply of drugs and, importantly, provide the drug user

with a point of contact who could arrange treatment, should it ever be requested.Eldredge's

discussion of the nuances of how the anti-drug laws should be changed and the types of programs

that need to be implemented show that he has spent a fair amount of time carefully considering the

issue. But Eldredge takes care to critique the drug war in terms familiar to most Conservatives: as

an example of wasteful government spending. If criminalizing drugs is not working as a deterrent to

behavior patterns, and if it does not suppress the supply, then the government should logically

search for alternative solutions where it may be able to get a better return on its investments.One

hopes that the mature message found in this book will be heeded by a growing number of policy

makers. I encourage you to read it and to join the growing number of Americans who think that

sanity and clarity of purpose should rightly replace the current state of insanity and corruption that

unfortunately characterizes our country's current drug war strategy.

A must read.A must read. The drug war is a dismal failure. The country is awash in drugs. They are

cheaper, more accessible and of higher quality than ever

This is an excellent, well argued, clear, sensible multi-faceted argument on why the war on drugs is

a loser. In every possible way it is a loser: economically, morally, ethically, as well as from both

physical and mental health perspectives. The references and citations are somewhat dated but

nonetheless valid. This book would be all the more convincing if it were updated. (Hope the

publisher is reading this comment.) I first heard this book on CD but am so impressed with its logic

and convincing argument that I have ordered a hard copy. It would seem to me that this is a

must-have first read on this extremely important topic. Incidentally, the narration is EXCELLENT,

clear as a bell, clearly enunciated, pleasantly accented, and although perhaps just a wee bit more

slowly paced than I would prefer, it is truly a must-have production to any public library's collections.

Our current administration is fond of dismissing its critics by labeling THEM as extremists. The



Whitewater investigators are part of a "right-wing conspiracy." Those who criticize the

under-the-desk-activities at the Oval Office are simply venting their wrath against people from

Arkansas, and those who oppose the failed War on Drugs are "fringe groups."With each passing

day, this tactic becomes harder to get away with, as "fringe" types such as George Schultz, Walter

Cronkite and Perez de Cuellar weigh in against the Drug War. The latest of these "fringe" elements

to come out against our idiotic drug policy is Dirk Chase Eldredge, a founding bank director,

"successful entrepreneur," and former co-chairman of Ronald Reagan's campaign for governor of

California.This conservative Republican has examined our drug policies in considerable detail. He

details the failures of the Justice Department, FBI, US Customs Service, and others in their futile

quest for a "drug-free America."He clearly points out the horrendous effects of these policies on our

country: the overcrowded prisons, police corruption, violence, spread of AIDS, unjust sentencing,

judicial overload, and the tyranny of asset forfeiture.Some months ago, I was having a drink with

Judge Jim Gray, an Orange County, California, Republican running for Congress, and I asked him

how he broaches the subject of the Drug War to his conservative constituents. "Easy," he replied. "I

just say, `let me tell you about an $18 billion federal program that doesn't work,' and they're all

ears." That is just what Eldredge does in "Ending the War on Drugs." He gives us just the facts,

Ma'am. Those facts are the key to effective policy, and Eldredge has plenty of them.There is,

however, a human note to his opus, too. Eldredge points out that his father's life was ruined by his

addiction to alcohol, and that what he needed was help from medical people, not law enforcement.

Eldredge is also quick to point out that the vast majority of drinkers, unlike his dad, do not have a

problem with alcohol. Likewise, he says, "Ninety-six percent of people use drugs today, use them

recreationally, without harming anyone."Eldredge also gives lie to the "Try and Die" is another myth

promoted by Prohibitionists. In the preface, Eldredge says, "America's War on Drugs is reminiscent

of the Russian princess who sat weeping profusely at the death of the hero in a performance at the

opera, while, at the curb, her waiting carriage driver froze to death in a Moscow ice storm." He

understands the inherently dishonest nature of the Drug War and makes an excellent case for

ending it.If I have a quarrel with anything in this book, it is with his solution, or at least part of it.

There are three possible administrators of the multi-billion-dollar drug market in the US - the

free-market, the government, and the underworld. Currently, our policy-makers obviously favor

giving control to the underworld. Ending the Drug War would leave us two choices; the free-market

or the government. Eldredge favors the latter, in the form of state-run stores akin to the alcohol

sales system in Pennsylvania, Ohio, and other states. While this is an obvious improvement over

turning the market over to the Mob, as we do today, I'm surprised that a self-proclaimed



conservative Republican would opt for this Socialistic solution. A more effective system of

state-regulated but privately owned "drug stores" would seem to be a better way to go. We are still a

long way from either of these solutions, and have ample time to debate which one will prevail.

Hopefully this book will hasten the time when that decision will have to be made.
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